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Gen. Fred Woerner, chief of the US Southern Command, told reporters in Washington on Feb.
5 that the contras are on the verge of a three-way split, avoidable only if Congress approves new
contra aid in the next few months. According to Woerner, this development will erode and possibly
destroy their military strength. Aside from the predicted split, the general said that the contras
may not survive much longer without external military assistance. "I don't think there's been
an example in history in which a force without a safe haven and an external support of military
supplies has succeeded." In Woerner's vision the three-way split would be as follows: the largest
group of contras would become refugees with their extended families in Honduras and Costa Rica.
another group will accept amnesty, or alternatively, melding back into Nicaraguan society; and the
smallest group "would continue to fight as a classical guerrilla force." When asked to assess the
impact of congressional refusal to approve Reagan's recent contra aid package, Woerner said he
was "convinced that it will encourage right-wing resurgence" in Central America. In Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador, "this right wing has always said that we are an unreliable ally." He
added that he expected to see new death squads attack political opponents and "the full panorama
of extreme right-wing activity that works at counter-purposes to the development of democracy."
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